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ANWB established in 1883… 

and still going strong!

4,4 million members

2,5 million recreational cyclists
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Number of bicycles sold
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Traditional 51% 50% 51% 42% 43%

Hybrid 8% 8% 7% 5% 6%

Kids 14% 13% 12% 14% 12%

E-bike 17% 19% 21% 28% 29%

Other 10% 10% 9% 11% 10%

Total bikes sold

(x 1.000)

1035 1008 1051 983 928

Total of bicycles in the Netherlands: 22,5 million bicycles, of which 1,3 million e-bikes
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E-bike use by motive

2013-2014 KiM

8 million Dutch people made ..

193 million cycle day trips in 2015
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ANWB-members and their bicycles

68% Traditional bicycle

28% E-bike

4% No bike
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Use of e-bikes ANWB-members

Use of (e-)bikes

Leisure

Shopping

Work

School

Main use of (e-)bikes

Leisure

Shopping

Work

School
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Survey on recreational cycling

In association with:

- Fietsersbond / Dutch Cyclists’ Union

- Fietsplatform

- NTFU/Dutch Union for Cycle Sport      

Clubs
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Who is the recreational cyclist?

4%

8%

20%

33%

34%

0% 20% 40%

jonger dan 35 jaar

36 t/m 45 jaar

46 t/m 55 jaar

56 t/m 65 jaar

ouder dan 65 jaar

Age

n=11228

31%

31%

19%

12%

4%

2%

0% 20% 40%

meerdere keren per week

ongeveer 1x keer per week

ongeveer 1x keer per 2-3 weken

ongeveer 1x keer per maand

ongeveer 1x per kwartaal

ongeveer 1x per half jaar

minder vaak dan 1x per half jaar

Frequence of recreational cycling in the Nederlands

n=11228
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What bicycle is used for

recreational cycling?
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E-bike

Traditional bike

Hybrid/touring/trekking bike

Race bike

Mountain bike

Other



E-bike use per province
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Key factors to the ultimate cycle trip

Surroundings

Weather

Bicycle

Comfort of cycle paths

Sights

Route

Signing

Number of other cyclists

Places to rest

Cafes/restaurants

Very much

A little

Not at all
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Recreational cyclists rate cyling in 

the Netherlands with 7.9/10

13



Top 3 factors to be improved

Signing 24%Places to rest 

36%

Comfort 50%       
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Key factors to be improved
Key factor Traditional

bicycle

Race E-bike 

Comfort 46% 63% 56%

Places to rest 37% 14% 49%

# Cyclists 25% 38% 29%

Signing 20% 21% 25%

Cafes/restaurants 17% 10% 20%
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Conclusion ANWB: 

‘The Netherlands are not e-bike 

proof’
Infrastructure should be adapted

– Comfort

– Curves

– Roadsides, shoulders
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Proactive method

• Assesses safety of 

cycling infrastructure

• Identify and prioritize

unsafe locations

CycleRAP
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Key factors to the ultimate cycle trip

Surroundings

Weather

Bicycle

Comfort of cycle paths

Sights

Route

Signing

Number of other cyclists

Places to rest

Cafes/restaurants

Very much

A little

Not at all
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E-bike battery source of worry

What is my

range?

What if my

battery breaks 

down?

Where to store 

my battery?

How long takes 

loading?
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Yes, cycling in the Netherlands is still fun, 

but continuous investment in 

safety and comfort is needed!

Jeanette van ‘t Zelfde jvtzelfde@anwb.nl

mailto:jvtzelfde@anwb.nl


21


